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A cursory glance at a few key statistics will quickly reveal the size and potential of China’s food & 

beverage industry. In 2011, the Middle Kingdom overtook the U.S. as the world’s largest consumer 

market for food & beverage products. Driven by a string of food scandals, a preference for foreign 

goods that are perceived to be safer shows no sign of abating, with 71 percent of Chinese people 

considering food safety a concern in 2015. And the country increasingly has the means to purchase 

foreign products – average disposable income levels continue to rise at an exponential rate, doubling 

from RMB 15,000 in 2008 to RMB 31,000 in 2015.

But the vast opportunities and still nascent potential of the Chinese food market should not be 

viewed without their caveats. Competition is stiff, both from other international companies and 

growing domestic ones, and the regulatory environment is complicated, often inconsistent, 

and still very much a work in progress for the several government agencies tasked with 

managing it. In the last two years alone, there have been numerous new laws introduced 

with the intention of either simplifying or expanding the legal framework of the industry.

The limited scope of this magazine doesn’t allow us to tackle all of these issues. Instead, in this edition 

of China Briefing, we examine two areas of Chinese food regulations most pertinent for foreign 

investors today – licensing and certification, and food safety standards. Both have undergone 

significant change in recent years, altering the way in which foreign companies must engage 

with the food & beverage industry, and must be thoroughly understood prior to market entry. 

As China’s food & beverage industry continues to develop and diversify, having a handle on 

the key market trends and regulatory hurdles will be essential for foreign businesses. We hope 

that this issue of China Briefing equips your company with some of the tools that it will need 

to compete in the market. 

This Month’s Cover Art

刘卉
Oil on canvas, 61x76 CM   

Wan Fung Art Gallery
wanfung@126.com.cn

+86 0760 8333 861
www.wanfung.com.cn

For queries regarding the content of this 
magazine, please contact: 
editor@asiabriefing.com
All materials and contents 
© 2016  Asia Briefing Ltd. 

Reference
China Briefing and related titles are 
produced by Asia Briefing Ltd., a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Dezan Shira Group. 

Content is provided by Dezan Shira & 
Associates. No liability may be accepted 
for any of the contents of this publication. 
Readers are strongly advised to seek 
professional advice when actively looking 
to implement suggestions made within 
this publication.  

Introduction  

ASIA BRIEFING
www.asiabriefing.com www.aseanbriefing.com

VIETNAM BRIEFING
www.vietnam-briefing.comwww.dezshira.com www.india-briefing.com

INDIA BRIEFINGINDIA BRIEFING

Alberto Vettoretti
Managing Partner

Dezan Shira & Associates

With kind regards,

Alberto Vettoretti  

mailto:%20wanfung@126.com.cn
http://www.wanfung.com.cn/
http://www.asiabriefing.com/
http://www.aseanbriefing.com/
http://www.vietnam-briefing.com/
http://www.vietnam-briefing.com/
http://www.dezshira.com/
http://www.dezshira.com/
http://www.india-briefing.com/
http://www.india-briefing.com/
http://www.dezshira.com/personnel/alberto-vettoretti.html
http://www.dezshira.com/personnel/alberto-vettoretti.html
http://www.dezshira.com/personnel/alberto-vettoretti.html
http://businesses.we/
mailto:editor@asiabriefing.com


Credits
Publisher / Alberto Vettoretti
Managing Editor / Samuel Wrest
Editors / Alexander Chipman Koty, Jake Liddle, and Zhou Qian
Design / Belén Rodríguez and Kking Lu

Table of Contents

Key Takeaways from China’s 
Food & Beverage Industry 

Navigating China’s Licensing and 
Certifications for Food & Beverage 

Evaluating China’s Food Safety Laws

P.04

P.06

P.10

$

$

This Issue’s Topic

China Investment Roadmap: 
the Food & Beverage Industry              

Online Resources on Emerging Asia

 Establishing & Operating a Business in China

 Opening up a Restaurant/Café in China

 Going Organic: Investing in China’s Growing Health

Foods Market

 Exploring Opportunities for Meat Alternatives in China

    Corporate Establishment  Services

 Investment in ASEAN’s Tea Industry – Cup Half Full

INDIA BRIEFING Heating Up: a Guide to India’s Coffee Industry

 Industry Spotlight: Vietnam’s Beverage Market  

Online Resources from China Briefing
China Briefing Magazine is published as 6 
Issues and 4 Special Editions per year.To 
subscribe, please Click Here

Annual Subscription

This publication is available as an interactive 
PDF and ePublication with additional 
clickable resource icons below:

Cross Region Comparisons

Magazines, Guides, Reports

Industry Studies

Podcast & Webinar

Strategic Advisory & Commentary

Professional Services

Legal, Tax, Accounting News

Regulatory Framework & Updates

Asia Briefing Ltd., 
Unit 507, 5/F, Chinachem Golden Plaza,77 Mody Road, 
Tsim Sha Tsui East, Kowloon, Hong Kong

http://www.dezshira.com/
http://www.dezshira.com/services/pre-investment-market-entry-strategy-advisory
http://www.aseanbriefing.com/
http://www.dezshira.com/personnel/adam-livermore.html
http://www.vietnam-briefing.com/
http://www.vietnam-briefing.com/news/vietnam-auto-industry-fastest-growth-southeast-asia-challenges-remain.html/
http://www.asiabriefing.com/news
http://www.asiabriefing.com/store
http://www.china-briefing.com/news/category/industries
http://www.asiabriefing.com/multimedia
mailto:%20info@dezshira.com
http://www.dezshira.com/services
http://www.china-briefing.com/news
http://www.dezshira.com/resources
http://www.asiabriefing.com/store
http://www.asiabriefing.com/store/book/establishing-operating-a-business-in-china-2016-5716.html
http://www.china-briefing.com/news/2015/07/23/opening-restaurantcafe-china.html
http://www.china-briefing.com/news/2015/06/02/going-organic-investing-in-chinas-growing-health-foods-market.html
http://www.china-briefing.com/news/2016/07/15/exploring-opportunities-for-meat-alternatives-in-china.html
http://www.dezshira.com/services/corporate-establishment
http://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/2015/12/22/investments-aseans-tea-industry-cup-half-full.html
http://www.india-briefing.com/news/indias-coffee-industry-9367.html/
http://www.vietnam-briefing.com/news/industry-spotlight-vietnams-beverage-market.html/
http://year.to/


www.dezshira.com

Our Client Services

Pre-Investment, Market Entry Strategy Advisory Asia Business Model Comparisons Business Strategy & Operations Advisory

International Tax Planning Transfer Pricing Cash, Treasury and Payment Administration

Corporate Establishment, Licensing and Compliance Accounting and Financial Reporting Tax Advisory and Compliance

Payroll and Human Resource Administration Legal, Financial, IT and HR Due Diligence Audit and Financial Review

Information Technology-based Solutions ERP Advisory and SolutionsInternal Control Advisory and Solutions

Our O�ces in China

Beijing
beijing@dezshira.com

Dalian
dalian@dezshira.com

Dongguan
dongguan@dezshira.com

Guangzhou
guangzhou@dezshira.com

Shanghai
shanghai@dezshira.com

Ningbo
ningbo@dezshira.com

Hangzhou
hangzhou@dezshira.com

Qingdao
qingdao@dezshira.com

Zhongshan
zhongshan@dezshira.com

Suzhou
suzhou@dezshira.com

Shenzhen
shenzhen@dezshira.com

Tianjin
tianjin@dezshira.com

China | Hong Kong | India | Singapore | Vietnam
Dezan Shira Asian Alliance Members   Indonesia | Malaysia | The Philippines | Thailand

Dezan Shira Liaison Offices   Germany | Italy | United States

http://www.dezshira.com/services
http://www.dezshira.com/office/china
http://www.dezshira.com/office/china
http://www.dezshira.com/office/malaysia.html
http://www.dezshira.com/office/germany
http://www.dezshira.com/office/hong-kong.html
http://www.dezshira.com/office/singapore.html
http://www.dezshira.com/office/italy
http://www.dezshira.com/office/india
http://www.dezshira.com/office/philippines.html
http://www.dezshira.com/office/united-states.html
http://www.dezshira.com/office/indonesia.html
http://www.dezshira.com/office/thailand.html
http://www.dezshira.com/office/vietnam
http://www.dezshira.com/

